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Welcome to Kindergarten 2013! The following information is to help make starting 

Kindergarten a pleasant and positive experience for you and your child. 

 

WHAT WILL MY CHILD NEED WHEN STARTING KINDERGARTEN? 

 A smock - Each student will need his/her own named smock for art/messy activities.  Waterproof 

smocks with full length sleeves are preferable and are available for purchase from the school. 

 A hat - The School Association welcomes our new enrolling Kinder families with the gift of a school 

hat.  These will be available on book sales day early in the new year. Book sales day for 2013 will be on 

Wednesday  30 January 2013. 

 Food 

 Morning tea - fruit or healthy snack and a drink of water. Water is the drink recommended as part 

of our Move Well Eat Well policies. 

 Lunch - Students attending full days require a packed lunch as well as morning tea. A sandwich and 

a small piece of fruit or vegetable snack is adequate and a drink (“Rubbish Free” lunches are 

preferred).  

 Drinks are to be provided in plastic bottles. Water is the preferred drink.   

 Please do not send items such as chocolate bars, cakes, small packs of lollies and other 

convenience packed foods as we are encouraging healthy eating habits.  

 School bag - When purchasing a new bag for the school year, please ensure it is of a “reasonable” 

size.  It must be able to fit a lunchbox, drink bottle, hat, coat, smock and library bag (as well as any art 

work done at school!!).  Please avoid licensed brand bags ie: Barbie or Thomas the Tank Engine as they 

are usually too small. On Thursdays, children who are the eldest child in the family attending our 

school, will also receive a newsletter and any other Kinder notices. 

 

HELPFUL HINTS BEFORE BEGINNING KINDER 

If your child knows how to do some things independently before starting school, this will help him/her to 

cope more successfully in the new situation.  It will also help him/her to feel confident and positive about 

school.    Useful things for your child to know how to do: 

 Use the toilet and wash hands 

 Put on and take off jumper 

 Put on shoes 

 Use a handkerchief or tissue 

 Unwrap food (plastic wrap). We encourage lunches to be provided in “rubbish free” containers where 

possible e.g. reusable ziplock bags, small washable containers etc 

 Undo and do-up drink bottle and food container lids 

 Care for his/her own belongings. 

If you are already writing at home with your child, it would help if you encourage your child to use the 

handwriting style included later in this handbook. 

 

 

 

 

STARTING KINDERGARDEN INFORMATION 

 7 

 

BIRTH TO SCHOOL PROGRAMS (Birth - 4 years):  

LATROBE PRIMARY IS A LAUNCHING INTO LEARNING SCHOOL 

Latrobe Primary School offers programs for children and their families prior to school age. Many 

Kindergarten children have younger family members who will benefit from participating in these programs. 

The programs are advertised early in the school year in a separate brochure, on flyers at the Child Health 

Clinic (and other venues in the community) and also in the newsletter. Look out for information about the 

pre-kinder sessions LPKs for children turning 4 in 2012; B23 U&Me for Birth -  3 year olds; Little 
People Sing our Music Therapy program and our Can Come To You (CC2U) Home Visit 

Program. Educational Performance Standards, the assessment and data collection service with the 

Department of Education, now has data gathered over the past 5 years which confirms that children who 

attend LiL programs achieve greater success at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latrobe Primary is proud to be a KidsMatter Early Childhood initiative school.  

KidsMatter Early Childhood has been developed in collaboration with the Australian Government 

Department of Health and Ageing, beyondblue: the national depression initiative, Australian Psychological 

Society and Early Childhood Australia.  This national initiative provides staff and families of children in their 

pre-school and early years of school with information and support relating to the social, emotional and 

behavioural well being of young children.  

 

Good mental health (social, emotional and behavioural well being) is vital for learning and for leading a 

positive and rewarding life. Throughout your child‟s time at Kindergarten you will receive information and 

support to strengthen this aspect of your child‟s development. 
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SPECIAL STARTING  ARRANGEMENT 

Latrobe Primary School uses a „staggered start‟ system for Kindergarten students.  We start a few children at 

different times during the first week, gradually building up to the full class.  It is important that you bring 

your Kindergarten child at your appointed time.  

 

This can make beginning school a more comfortable experience for some children.  It also enables the 

teacher to spend time with individual children - getting to know them; helping them to adjust and make 

friends; assisting them with learning about routines/materials. Letters informing you of your child‟s start time 

will be forwarded shortly.  

 

ARRIVING AT KINDERGARTEN 

Please be prompt in arriving at school as well as collecting your child.  The staff cannot legally be 

responsible for students before or after Kindergarten sessions.  Kindergarten doors are not 

unlocked until 8.40 am. If you have other students arriving at school, please deliver your older 

children to their rooms first. Kindergarten students are supervised from 8:40 am onwards. 

 
On arrival parents are asked to bring their child into the building and on departure collect your child from 

inside the Kindergarten.  Students will be allowed to leave the Kindergarten room only when their parents/

guardians arrive to collect them.  Please advise the teacher or school office staff if someone other than 

yourself or the designated guardian is to collect your child on any day. 

 

KINDERGARTEN TIMES 

Full Day Group (15 hours)  

Monday and Thursday 8.55 am -  2.55 pm 

Wednesday 8.55 am - 12.55 pm 

 

Half Day Group (15 hours)  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8.55 am - 12.35 pm 

Wednesday 8.55 am - 12.55 pm 

 

 

WHAT’S IMPORTANT FOR YOUR CHILD IN THE FIRST FEW WEEKS? 

 Making friends (knowing someone before starting Kindergarten can be really helpful). 

 Being prepared for routines (tell your child in advance about what to expect). 

 Knowing where the toilet is. 

 

You are welcome to spend a little time in the room with your child before the start-of-school music 

commences.  Do a puzzle together; play a game; have a look at what your child has been doing.  Talk with 

your child about his/her school activities.  Read a book together. The new experiences involved with starting 

school can be quite tiring.  It‟s a good idea to try to form earlier bed times for the first few weeks. 

 

NAMING PERSONAL ITEMS 

It is extremely important to label shoes, jumpers, drink bottles, bags, lunchboxes and hats.  In the case of 

personal hygiene accidents, we have a limited supply of spare clothing in the Kindergarten for students to 

wear.  It is a good idea to pack spare underwear and keep it in the bottom of your child‟s bag.   
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“BELONGING, BEING & BECOMING”  

 

The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia 

 

The Early Years Learning Framework promotes children‟s learning and development from birth to five 

years of age. The framework forms the foundation for ensuring that all early childhood education and care 

settings experience quality teaching and learning. It has a specific emphasis on play-based learning and 

recognises the importance of communication and language (including early literacy and numeracy) and social 

and emotional development.  The framework is used by our staff who will work in partnership with families 

who are children‟s first and most influential educators. 

 

The Early Years Learning Framework has five specific learning outcomes: 

 Children have a strong sense of identity 

 Children are connected with and contribute to their world 

 Children have a strong sense of wellbeing 

 Children are confident and involved learners 

 Children are effective communicators  

 

Families will be provided with information throughout the year to assist 

their understanding of the framework.  

 

 

Kindergarten, your child’s first year of school, is the important link between home and school.  
It is the continuation of your child‟s learning from the moment of birth. Kindergarten children learn best by 

choosing activities that interest them. The development of each child‟s imagination, creative thinking and 

problem solving is encouraged through play-based learning. Individual, small group and whole class 

“teaching” will occur through rich play-based learning opportunities. Indoor and outdoor learning in natural 

play settings are highly valued at Latrobe Primary School. The best International and National research 

emphasises the importance of play-based learning in quality indoor and outdoor settings. Children will be 

encouraged to use the indoor and outdoor spaces throughout their Kindergarten year. 

 

KINDERGARTEN DEVELOPMENTAL CHECK (KDC) 

 

Kindergarten teachers use the Kindergarten Development Check to observe, monitor and assess each 

child‟s development. This ensures that each child‟s progress is occurring in a developmentally appropriate 

way. The KDC monitors the following areas: 

 

 Thinking and problem solving skills 

 Listening, speaking and understanding skills 

 Gross motor skills 

 Fine motor skills 

 Personal and social skills 

 

The KDC assessments, are conducted in Term 1 and Term 3. The KDC forms the beginning of a continuous 

tracking of each individual student‟s progress in the above areas. 
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SPEECH AND LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY 

Speech and Language Pathologists are employed by the Department of Education as part of the Support 

Service Team.  They are qualified to assess, diagnose and provide support to students with a wide range of 

communication difficulties.  Kindergarten children are screened early in the year by a Speech and Language 

Pathologist. Speech and Language Pathologists work in schools to support students with difficulties in the 

following areas: 

 Language (speaking and listening) 

 Articulation (speech sounds) 

 Fluency (stuttering) 

 Voice 

 Sound based literacy skills 

 Mouth movements and swallowing 

Remember if you have any concerns, speak to your child‟s class teacher or Speech and Language Pathologist.  

Your child‟s teacher can assist you with a referral.   
 

STUDENT BANKING 

Student banking is available to all students at Latrobe Primary School.  Your child‟s teacher will 

advise when this takes place for Kindergarten students. Families will also be informed through 

our newsletter. 

 

STUDENT ASSISTANCE (STAS) 

The Student Assistance Scheme provides financial assistance for low income families towards the cost of 

school levies.  School levies cover class excursions, class stationery, cultural performances and individual 

school book stationery packs. Application for assistance forms will be included in individual “orientation day” 

packs. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Latrobe Primary School is extremely proud of our uniform. We encourage students to wear full school 

uniform as per a policy ratified by the School Association.  Uniform orders are placed periodically throughout 

the school terms.  Closing dates for orders are notified in the school newsletter.  Payment is required before 

orders can be placed as the school holds a limited range of items in stock. Cheque, cash, credit card or Eftpos 

is accepted. To ensure our prices are reasonable and affordable to families, prices are charged at the 

wholesale rate. 

 

SUMMARY 

A class meeting will take place in the first few weeks of Term 1 between parents and teachers to discuss 

more specific information with regard to classroom organisation and routines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


